
Swallow referral flowchart 
Please follow the flowchart below when a concern has been identified  
with a resident’s eating & drinking.  
This needs to be completed prior to making a referral. 
 

Concerns with eating, drinking 

and swallowing observed 

1. Follow safe swallowing strategies to try to 

reduce aspiration/choking risk 

2. Complete swallow diary to monitor and 

record difficulties 

Concerns resolved? 

No clinical need for 
specialist swallow 

assessment 
- Document in care plan 

- Include swallow referral flowchart 

& completed swallowing diaries 

as evidence 

no 

Refer to SLT 

- Complete referral form 

- Provide as much detail as possible 

- Complete all sections 

- Include completed swallowing 

diary sheets 

yes 


